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TO THE. 


Flock of "OS 


WHO 


"is called to bear Teſtimony for the 
Name of the Lord at this day through ſuffer- 
ings. Sent unto them for the- building up of 
the weak of the Flock in their moſt precious 
Faith, and for the: ſtrengthening of them in 

their perſecuted and ſnffering Eſtate: In which © _- 

allo fo their encouragement the purpoſe of **: } 

God in their preſent ſufferings is declared. By _ 

a ſuftering Servant of God, whole life is not 

dear unto Him for the ſake of the Lord * Jn 


Believe in the Lord God, ſo ſhall you be eftablifhed, 
Beliewe in his Prophets » ſo ſhall you proſper, | 


2 Chron. 20. 20- 


ws 
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An Epiſtle to the F lock of Ged 


My Beloved Dear Friends, 


HOM che Lord God Almighty hath viiited with his 

-Everlaſting loving: kindneſs, and anto whom he hath 

cauſed the Everlaſting my dawn, and the Sonne of 
Righteouſneſs co ariſe, and whom he hath caK{ed our of the World, 
and (eparaced from its wayes, Worſhips and Fraditions, and from 
the defilements and abominations thereof, that you might be 2 pe- 
caliar People nnto himfelf, zealous of Good Works, that he'might 
make known unto you that myſtery of his Kingdom, which hath 
been hid from ages and generations paſt, that fo you might Rand 
faithferl and crane Wit for his name and truth, and appear on 
his behalf in the demonſtration of his own life and ſpirit, and that 
you mighe bear a faithful Teſtimony for that blefſed everlaſting and 
unclangeebletrath(which he hath manifeſted in your inward parts) 
not onely in DoErine, life and converfation, but alſo by ſuffering 
(for its ſake) whatſoever the enemies thereof ſhall be permitted to 
mfjict upon you, that thereby you may be approved not onely in 
the ſight of God, but alſo of all good Men. 

I ay unto you my beloved Friends, prize your honorable, and 
holy calling, wherewith the Lord Almighty hath called you, and 
therein walk with God, and chink it not hard nor ſtrange that He 
ſaffrerh you ſo long to be tryed and exerciſed 1n ſuffrings as you 
have been hitherto, and are at this day, for your T eftimony ſake 
but look over #t all, and lift up yonr heads above all, for the Lord 
hath affredly an end init, for his own Glory, and for the exaltatian 
and ſpreading abroad that bleſſed truth which we profeſs and live 
in, and which we ſuffer for, and alſo for the gatheripg into it many 
whoare yet afar off from Him, and ftrangers unto him ; fo that 
whatſoever come; whether bonds, or exilement, or what exerciſes 
ſoever we meet withal, inthis we may all be ſatisfied, that it ſhall 
make for the furtherance of the Goſpel of Chrift, and for good 
untoall who-continne their obedience inflim unto the OR 
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| Wemuſt yer be further tryed : Nay, if He ſhould fo order it that 
we muſtbe a ſyffrivg peqple bil aurdayes, yet et.none bet weary or 
faint in your minds, For 77 1c Lirl Jehovah (who is certainly with 
us) there i everlaſting flrength, and be ſ-inteth not, nenber is weary, 
but be giveth power tothe faint , and to bim 1: hath no might. he en- 
creaſeih ſtrength; and ſolet your Truſt be in Hit, and let that god- 
ly reſolution be pur 01(by every one of you) that was in' 7:56, who 
(hen God ſuffred Satan to {mite and afflict him) (aid, Though thou 
kill me, yet will T truſt in thee, And indeed it's far better to ſuffer 
perſecution with the People of God for good conſcience towards 
him, then to.dwelP.: in the tents of wickedneſs, out of which God 
hath called and redeemed us. | : 

And-my Friends conlider, whether can any go, or whether can 
any fly to eſcape Perſecutions? certainly 1 know no place, neither 
do I believe thereis any profelling Chriſtianity. except it be 1n the 
tents of wickedne(s ; For be that will Ive godly an Chriſt Feſus muſt 
ſuffer. perſecution; And if any to eſcape perſecutions and ſufferings 
{ſhould return to the tents of wickednels again, out of which by the 
power and arme of God they are brought. and ſhould deſert their 
Teſtimony which God hath commited to them to bear for his name; 
it would hap unto. them (as the Apoltle (aid ) according to the old 
Proverb, the Dog is turned to bis vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed 
to her wallowing inthe mire ; andthe hand of the Lord would find 
ſuch out, and che terrors of the Almighty would certainly ſeize 
npon them; and ſurprize them, which would be manifold more grie- 
vous £ be borne, then all the ſuffrings that main can poſſibly inf 
upon them, for its a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God; for out of his hands no man can deliver, but out of the hands 
of blood thii ty. and wicked men God can, and certainly in his own 
time will deliver, all who truft in him. 

 - Wherefore my dear Friends) put on boldneſs and courage, in 
the name of the Lord, and ſtand valiant Witneſſes for his truth 
throughall fufferings, which is the thing He hath called you unto, 
that ſo you may an{wer the end. for which he bath viſited you, and 
made known himſelf unto you; for contider, was it in loving kind- 
nels and compatiton unto you that the Lord vilited you, and made 
choice of you, to be. Witneſſes for bim, that his name migh beglo- 


” 
. 


faithful unto death, Wherefore (my Dear Friends) if the Lord ſee © 
it meet further to permitthe enemy to fift and winnow us,and that 
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"" iified by you? or elſe wasitbecauſe he had ſuch need of you that 


he could not:glorifie his name without you? ſurely all who are of 
an under ftanding heart will confels andacknowledget at it was ON- 
ly in love and meacy unto you; that he thus made choice of you to 
ſuffer for his name, and to gloritie himſelf thereby, becauſe he can 
work for the glory of hk < wn name as he ſees meet without you, or 
any of you, and can1magaifie his. power in the deftru&ion or deſo- 
lationof a Nation or People, (a$in time patit he hath done and is do- 
ingat this day) thoug' :e takes no delight therein; and therefore, 
he hath no need of you for that end, but you have need of Him ; - 
ſothat its only in Jove 2nd compaſſion towards you, that he hath 
thus viſited you, and allo that you might have ſtrong Conſolation 
in your obedience unto him- through all ſuffrings , which he bath 
called you unto, _ | | 

And therefore my beloved Friends, gird up the loines of your 
minds, and keep cloſe to and ſtedfaſt with the Lord , and with the 
eyeof Faich look over all tribulations, unto him chat is invilible, 
who will outlaſt them all,and will be with you in them.and through 
them all,and alſo when they ſhall be no more;For certainly Friends, 
God hath determined by and chrough theſe things to: exalt his 


Kingdom,and to get himſelf a Name inthe Earth above everyName, 


that every knee may bow, and every tongue confeſs thereunto,unto 
hie Praife and Glory : And he hath highly honoured us, in that he 
hath been pleaſed co make choice,of us,and to accept of us to appear 
on is behalfe, aid (by ſufferings) to contend forhis cauſe, and to 
bear teſtimony in the life of his Spiric, againſt all Idolatry and ſu- 


perſtitious, inventions, which hath gotten up in the dark night of 


Apoſtacy, for he bath put the Spiritual weapon itito our bands, by 
che which che ſpiritual wickednefſes (that are in high places) and 
the ſtrong holds of iniquity muſtbe bear down; and in vain do the 
Inhabitancs of the Earth combine, or take counce] together to ſtop 
9gr limir this work of God which he hath begun, and is carrying on 
amongſt us, for he will certainly in the end be too hard for them, 
and they muſt and ſhall aſſuredly fall before.him as their Predeceſfors 


.did in times paſt, (who oppoſed his appearance in our forefathers ) 


the Lord hath ſpoken it, and no weapon that's formed by them or 

that they ſhall form ſhall ever proſper or prevailfo as to accompliſh 
their decree, for God hath ſaid it. 

 Whereforemy friends, with one heart, with one mind, and with 

' one 


fembling of your felves together in his fear, co-waitupon kim: even 
25 if theſe things did'riot at all attend: you. And nonebe:-flack:or 
backward in yonr Teftinzony herein for fear of ſufferings, leaft here- 
by you'do not only purchaſe the difpleaſure of the Lord againſt 
your ſelves, but alſo weaken the hands of others, and chereby oþ- 
cain the greater condemnation;z but remember what: happened to 
the fearful ant t:1beheving fpies, who weakened the hands of Ijnael 
of old that they could nor enter the promiſed Land,for theſe things 
were written for our Learning , that we ſhonl&not tempt God as 
rhey tempred him, and were deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer. For cer- 
taivly Friends, this I have long ſeen, and ſometimes dechred alfo 


char if any to whom the viſitation of Gods love hath reached, and 


who are now called to bear witneſs to rhe name of the Lord by af- 
ſembling chemſelves together towair uponhim,and co-worſhiphim 
in Spi: ic,and have been perſwaded in therrConfciences by the Light 
of his Son'that it was their duty fo to do; I fay (If fiich for fear of 
ſuffrings for their Teſtimony therein )thall forfake the afſembling of 
chemſelves together (as the manner of ſome hath been ) chey will 
certainly bring upon themſelves greater ſuffrings , even from the 
hands of men, and more grievous to be borne, then that whictrfor 
the affemblingof our ſelves together feemes now to be threatned, 
except they wholly conform co Worſhip the Image that is made 
anto' the Beaſt, that hada wound and doth live; andif ſo,then as [ 
faid before, the Lord God will furely find ſtch out, which will be 
.more heavy and grievous to bear ther the reſt,- 
And' therefore let all be unanimons in yonr Teſtimony for the 
Lord, in this day of trying and proving; and be'a ftrength and an 


Iincouragement one nnto another in that gift of the (ſpirit of God 


which from him you have received; and you will certainly find and 
feel the Lord preſenc with you afliſting and furniſhmg of you, with 
all Heavenly virtues, which are needfn]l or neceffary for you in 
your preſent and future exerciſes; and the light of his conntenance 
youwill know to ſhine in your Tabernacle, and that is very preci- 
ous, and pleaſant, and comely to behold ; Andindeed it's that a- 
lone which cauſech us to' walk cheerfully, through all eryals and ex- 
eici{e;, and weexperimentally know that he bach not failed us:hi- 
-therto, but hath been alwayes preſent with us to deliver us out of 
many diſtrefles, yea andraffared[y wilt deliver us out of all in -bis 
: own 


- one ſpirit ſerve yeethe Lorin Sewaeſs of life, and continuetheab FF 
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Lord and Malter is filled upip ass for we muſt be throughly tryed, 
and proved .by ſufferings, .and thexeby he made manifeſt. unto:the 
Nations about us, tobe.the peculiar people of God, before the 
meaſure of our {ufferings.bekull. 

And my friends, it is not the purpoſe of God, by theſe ftormes 
ana tempeſts chat heats upon:the buituing of God (or by theſuffer- 
ings that attends us) to ſuffer his building or beritage ;to.be laid 


waſt 3 No, but thereby to beat downallfaltebuildings, aud outfide 


profeflinas, and to lay waſt the Hills and barcen Mountains, upon 
which the Whore fats, and to makether deſolate; (for they by claſh» 
ing one quod another, ſhall be broken one by anocher, or by bite= 
ing and devo 

But you-my beloved, who keep Redfaſt with che Lord thraugh theſe 
things, {ball thereby be manifeſted in-the yiew of all Natiqus to be 


' the building of God, whoſe ſtanding js. uponthe.Rock of Ages (the 


Mountain of his Holineſs) which allftarmes, nor the Gates of Hell 
cannot prevaile againſt, (and thereby he will alſo exalt the Moun- 
tain of his own Houſe (where Tfrgels Fold, is) above allche Hills 
and barren Mountains {upon which we were ſametime [cattered, 
and from which we are now .gathgred:by the arme ayd power of 


God) that ſo thereunso the gathering of the Nations: may be, ac-- 
cording to his promiſe, for wasit not forehhewnby the Angel of . 


the Lord, unto his Servant Fobr: james paſt, that the Horugs of 
the. Beaft that ſhould -niake Warmith-the $gints, Cand whom the 


Saints ſhould overcome)- ſhould hare.the Where alfo, and; ſhould 


make herdeſolate. 


My friends conſider this, and in patience, and confidence that he 
is faichfull chat hath promiſed, let usall wait upon the Lord, aud - 
be refigned up to be diſpoſed of according to the councel of his 


will; and let him work, and-carry on and proſper his. work as he 
ſees meer, for its healone that worketh all our «works for us.and in 


us; and he knows what is beſt for us, and of what we ſtand in need, 
and nogood thing will he withhold from them that walk apright- 


ly ; and we (whore in the Faith) know, that all chings ſhall work 
for our-pood who love him above all; thezefore letusgiveup-our 
allunto him, and caſt our care upon him who takes care for us, 
whoſe wayes are unſeaxchable, and his Judgments paſt finding 


out. 
_ And 
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arigg.one another, , will be deſtroyed one of another, 
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| TO FOER Tn NE s) on. J 4 2s Gt, f_e? ; 
And fo my beloved oitibh > keep £5, add warch the weighty 
ondarioh wich Rarids' fire chioagh all:-t>5mes andtrempeſts, and 
walk togerhierin love, and the?ein ferveone another; 29d {et none 
give place tothat/ſpirit Which would exeiciſe Lord{hip over ano- 
ther, for chat is not the ſerving (pirit-which is tobe ſubmitted -un- 
to, which begetteth into love and meekne(s, and gentleneſs; -but 
chat ſpirie will rather beget a root of bitterneſs, which may defiſe 
many and/therefore not to be heeded';- but the lovebeingrdwett in, 
which vaunterh not it (elf, nor'ſeeketh its own, but anothers: good ; 
that begers its own likeneſs : and 1n this you will ſtir up and pro- 
voke one another to love, and to good and to charitable works, 
and then by you the-Goſpel of God will be adorned, . and you will 
have hisbleſſing and peace in yours hearts, ' which is of more'value, 
and greater price with theupright in heart, thenal{the pleaſures of 
fin, or gain of- oppreſſion 5 and loby your ſtedfaſtneſs, faithfalneſ;, 
fincerity and fmplicity in the truth, you will eveningage and pro- 
voke the Lord toappear on'your behalfes,- and to plead your cauſe 
with your adverſaries, and toſhorten the dayes of the wicked for 
yout fakes: Andſorhe Almighty God-of love aud: peace be with 
yot'z?and multiply the riches of: his Grace, mercy, 'and peace un- 
r5 you'all, that'the poor inſpiric- may'be intiched; the weak and 
feeble ſtrengthened,and the fincere in heart eſtabliſhed and contirm- 
edzand unto him alone do commitand cammend:/you all by whoſe 
ower and loyeunfeigned;I'was arthis time conftrainedito/ſend this 
E3Meniito you,-to {tir you'tip*rofaithfalnefs;:and diligence; anti 
zeal towards God, and for his tauſe;in which my love cowards you, 
and my carefor you is manifeſted ; In which 1 alfokinglyfaluteyon 
Ir dl welgof Chriſt Jeſus; whoſe life is my-life, and whoſe fove 
hath filled my heart inwhich F rake my (olace; aid reſt! 
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